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Average  liveweight  of 
broilers  at  marketing  has 
trended  upward,  with  in- 
creases in  9  of  the  past 
12  years.  Marketing  weights 
have  a  seasonal  variation. 
They  tend  to  be  heavier 
In  the  fall  and  lighter  in 
the  summer.  After  allow- 
ing for  trend  and  seasonal 
differences,  broiler  prices 
also  influence  the  weight 
at  which  broilers  are  mar- 
keted. When  prices  are  higher 
broilers  tend  to  be  marketed 
at  lighter  weights. 


BROILERS:  AVERAGE  LIVEWEIGHT, 
BY  QUARTERS,  1960-68 
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SUMMARY 


A  reduced  rate  of  egg  production  through 
the  first  half,  some  increase  in  broilers,  and 
a  rise  in  turkey  production  appear  likely 
next  year. 

The  laying  flock  is  now  slightly  smaller 
than  last  year,  fewer  replacement  pullets 
are  available,  and  a  high  rate  of  culling  is 
likely.  These  factors  point  toward  further 
reductions  in  flock  size  and  egg  output  through 
mid- 1969.  However,  the  stronger  egg  market 
since  last  summer  and  higher  egg-feed  price 
ratios  will  probably  increase  numbers  of  pullet 
chicks  started  by  10  to  15  percent  in  the  first 
half  of  1969.  This  could  make  egg  output  next 
fall   exceed   the   current   season's  volume. 

Prospects  for  increased  broiler  and 
turkey  production  are  based  on  improved 
product  prices  and  lower  feed  costs.  However, 
costs  of  other  production  items  will  likely 
continue  upward.  Strong  competition  to  poultry 
products  is  expected  from  larger  supplies 
of  red  meat  next  year.  However,  demand 
should  remain  brisk  despite  a  prospective 
easing  in  the  climb  of  consumer  incomes. 

Egg  prices  at  the  farm  in  the  first  half 
of  1969  are  expected  to  average  substantially 
above  the  29.6  cents  per  dozen  of  a  year 
earlier.  Live  turkey  prices  also  are  expected 
to  average  well  above  the  18.5  cents  per 
pound  for  the  first  half  of  1968.  But  broiler 
prices  (whlse.,  ready-to-cook,  9  mkts. )  may 
be  down  a  little  from  27.5  cents  per  pound 
a  year  earlier. 


EKKS 

Egg  production  last  spring  dropped  below 
previous  highs  in  1967,  and  has  remained 
below  year-earlier  levels  since  then.  Additions 
of  replacement  pullets  to  laying  flocks  in  the 
second  half  of  1968  are  down  sharply.  As  a 
result,  the  laying  flock  may  be  4  to  6  percent 
smaller  by  the  end  of  1968.  Rate  of  lay  is  also 
down  slightly.  Thus,  egg  output  the  rest  of 
this  year  likely  will  be  around  5  percent  below 
a  year  earlier. 

Egg  prices  at  the  farm,  responding  to  the 
production  declines  since  spring,  increased 
sharply— from  30.3  cents  per  dozen  in  June 
to  34.1  cents  in  August,  and  42.7  cents  in 
September.  With  some  recent  seasonal  in- 
crease in  output,  prices  have  declined  since 
September.  But  prices  for  the  next  few  months 
are  expected  to  remain  well  above  the  30.5 
cents  a  dozen  of  the  last  quarter  of  1967. 

Broilers 

Broiler  meat  production  through  Sep- 
tember was  slightly  below  a  year  earlier,  but 
will  likely  be  up  2  to  3  percent  this  fall. 
The  number  of  broilers  raised  during  the  year 
will  probably  total  slightly  above  1967.  Because 
broilers  are  being  marketed  at  lighter  weights, 
broiler  meat  output  in  1968  will  likely  total 
near  last  year's  volume. 


♦The  summary  of  this  report  was  released 
October  31,  1968. 
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Broiler  prices  have  benefited  from 
unusually  strong  demand  so  far  this  year. 
Through  September,  wholesale  prices  for 
ready-to-cook  broilers  in  9  cities  averaged 
27.7  cents  per  pound,  2  cents  above  January- 
September  last  year.  Prices  have  declined  in 
recent  weeks.  In  mid-October  they  were  25.3 
cents  a  pound,  about  a  cent  above  a  year  ago. 
Prices  the  rest  of  this  year  are  expected  to 
continue  above  those  of  last  fall. 

Turkevs 

The  number  of  turkeys  raised  this  year 
was  cut  16  percent  below  last  year's  record 


of  126  million  birds.  Nevertheless,  prices 
have  been  low  because  of  a  record-large 
carryover  in  cold  storage  from  the  1967 
crop.  Live  turkey  prices  through  August  aver- 
aged 18.8  cents  per  pound,  1.6  cents  below  a 
year  earlier.  As  this  year's  cold  storage 
holdings  were  worked  down,  prices  edged  up. 
From  February's  17.5  cents  per  pound  they 
increased  to  20.9  cents  in  October,  above  a 
year  earlier.  For  the  rest  of  the  September- 
December  main  marketing  season,  prices  may 
gain  a  cent  or  two  above  October's  level  and 
average  well  above  the  18.8  cents  of  last  fall. 


SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 


EGGS 

Recent  Situation 

Egg  production  this  year  is  expected  to 
be  about  2  percent  below  1967.  Output  through 
last  winter  and  early  spring  was  above  a  year 
earlier,  but  since  May  has  been  below  1967 
levels.  Production  in  September  was  down  3 
percent  due  to  about  3  percent  fewer  layers 
and  a  slightly  lower  rate  of  lay.  The  rate  of 
lay  will  likely  continue  below  the  year-earlier 
pace  for  the  next  few  months.  On  October  1 
there  were  almost  3  percent  fewer  layers 
than  a  year  ago;  by  the  end  of  the  year  they 
will  likely  be  further  reduced  because  of  fewer 
replacements  being  added  to  the  laying  flock. 

During  the  first  half  of  this  year  about 
15  percent  fewer  egg-type  chicks  were  started 
for  addition  to  the  laying  flock. 

Prices  to  producers  for  eggs  January- 
June  averaged  29.6  cents  per  dozen,  2  cents 
below  the  same  period  last  year.  But  prices 
to  producers  began  to  show  substantial  im- 
provement around  midyear,  increasing  from 
an  average,  of  30.3  cents  per  dozen  in  June 
to  34.1  cents  in  August.  A  further  sharp  increase 
in  early  September  raised  the  average  farm 
price  to  42.7  cents  per  dozen,  10.7  cents  above 
the  same  month  a  year  earlier. 

However,  with  some  seasonal  increases 
in  production,  prices  since  September  have 
declined.  For  example,  wholesale  prices  for 
Grade  A  Large  eggs  in  Chicago  dropped 
from  about  54  cents  a  dozen  in  mid-September 
to  37  to  38  cents  in  late  October.  This  was 


still  10  cents  above  late  October  1967.  Prices 
into  winter  are  expected  to  continue  well  above 
a  year-earlier. 

Egg  breaking  activity  through  September 
this  year  was  down  14  percent  from  last  year. 
Liquid  egg  production  for  immediate  con- 
sumption during  the  period  was  1  percent 
above,  while  production  for  drying  was  down 
14  percent  and  for  freezing  down  16  percent. 
Prices  of  eggs  for  breaking  during  the  first 
half  of  1968  were  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 
But  larger  storage  holdings  of  frozen  and 
dried  eggs  discouraged  breaking.  Even  so, 
October  1  cold  storage  holdings  of  frozen 
eggs  were  slightly  larger  than  in  1967  and  a 
tenth  above  the  1962-66  average.  Also,  holdings 
of  dried  eggs  probably  were  larger.  There 
were  42  percent  fewer  shell  eggs  in  storage. 

Slightly  fewer  eggs  than  a  year  ago  went 
for  hatching  during  the  first  9  months  this  year. 
There  were  1  percent  more  eggs  used  for 
broiler  hatching  but  11  percent  fewer  for 
egg-type  chicks.  For  the  rest  of  1968,  sub- 
stantially more  eggs  will  be  used  for  both 
broiler  and  egg-type  chick  hatching. 

Military  purchases  of  eggs  during  the 
first  8  months  of  this  year  were  3  percent 
below  a  year  earlier.  However,  purchases 
for  the  rest  of  the  year  may  average  near 
last  year*  s  level. 

Exports  of  eggs  and  egg  products  in 
the  first  8  months  were  4  percent  above 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  Exports  of 
eggs  for  hatching  rose  14  percent  and  for 
dried  eggs  41  percent.  Exports  of  market 
eggs  totaled  12  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
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In  May,  USDA  began  a  purchase  pro- 
gram for  scrambled  egg  mix,  buying  16.7 
million  pounds  at  a  cost  of  $18  million. 
The  mix,  requiring  51  percent  dried  whole 
egg  solids,  is  being  used  in  the  domestic 
food  assistance  program  for  the  needy.  The 
bulk  of  the  purchases  were  for  June  and 
July  delivery,  a  period  when  production  was 
falling  below  year-earlier  levels.  Also,  the 
dried  whole  eggs  were  produced  from  table- 
quality  eggs.  These  purchases  had  immediate 
impact  on  the  supply  of  table  eggs  and  on 
prices.  For  example,  farm  prices  increased 
5.7  cents  per  dozen  from  May  to  July  com- 
pared to  an  average  of  1.8  cents  in  the 
preceding  5  years. 

USDA  also  purchased  approximately  6 
million  cans  of  whole  fowl  in  June  and  July 
for  $4.7  million.  Purchases  were  for  delivery 
through  February  1969,  and  will  be  used  in 
the  domestic  food  help  program. 

The  price  of  laying  feed  averaged  8 
percent  below  a  year  earlier  during  the 
first  9  months  of  1968.  Started  pullet  prices 
averaged  $1.67  during  this  period,  the  same 
as  last  year.  However,  the  cost  of  most 
other  production  items  increased —  including 
labor,  equipment,  and  interest. 

Outlook  1969 

The  size  of  the  laying  flock  and  egg 
production  are  expected  to  continue  below 
year-earlier  levels  through  the  first  half 
of  1969.  However,  producers  are  in  the  process 
of  rebuilding  laying  flocks.  Pullet  placements 
and  egg  settings  suggest  an  increase  of  more 
than  a  tenth  in  the  replacement  hatch  in  the 
last  half  of  this  year.  This  would  bring  layer 
numbers  about  to  the  year-earlier  level  next 
summer. 

With  favorable  egg-feed  price  relation- 
ships in  the  last  half  of  1968  and  through 
winter,  producers  will  likely  start  10-15 
percent  more  replacement  chicks  in  the  first 
half  of  1969  than  in  1968.  This  suggests  a 
moderate  increase  in  flock  size  in  the  last 
half  of  1969.  However,  heavier  culling  can 
be  anticipated  because  of  the  larger  number 
of  recycled  (force  molted)  layers  in  the 
flock.  This  likely  will  moderate  the  effect 
of  the  larger  first  half  replacement  hatch 
on  flock  size  in  the  last  half  of  1969. 

With  smaller  supplies  of  eggs  in  prospect 
in  early  1969,  prices  to  producers  likely  will 
average  substantially  above  the  30.6  cents 
per  dozen  in  the  first  quarter  of  1968.  Season- 


ally increasing  production  next  spring  will 
result  in  a  decline  in  prices,  but  they  are 
expected  to  average  well  above  the  28.6  cents 
per   dozen  of  the  second  quarter  of  1968. 

Laying  feed  prices  in  the  first  half 
of  1969  may  show  little  change  from  a  year 
earlier.  Costs  of  other  items  used  in  pro- 
duction are  expected  to  increase,  but  at  a 
slower  pace  than  in  the  first  half  of  1968. 

A  further  increase  in  the  use  of  eggs 
for  hatching  is  expected  in  the  first  half  of 
1969.  Egg-type  hatchings  may  rise  sharply; 
the  broiler  chick  hatch  may  be  up  moderately. 

Liquid  egg  production  will  likely  be 
sharply  lower  in  the  first  half  of  1969  than  this 
year  because  of  higher  egg  prices.  The  larger 
than  average  cold  storage  holdings  of  egg 
products  will  tend  to  have  a  moderating  effect 
on  increases  in  egg  prices  compared  with  a 
year  earlier,  particularly  in  the  winter. 

Per  capita  egg  consumption  in  1968 
is  expected  to  be  about  2  to  3  percent  below 
the  324  eggs  consumed  last  year.  Another 
decline  in  consumption  is  expected  in  1969. 

BROILERS 

Recent  Situation 

Broiler  meat  production  during  the  first 
9  months  of  this  year  was  nearly  the  same  as 
a  year  earlier.  Chick  placements  for  broiler 
marketings  the  rest  of  this  year  point  toward 
a  2  to  3  percent  higher  level  of  production 
than  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1967,  when 
there  was  a  sharp  cutback.  But  lower  average 
weights  of  broilers  this  year  will  hold  broiler 
meat  production  about  the  same  as  in  1967. 
The  number  of  broilers  marketed  may  slightly 
exceed  last  year's  total. 

Broiler  prices  this  year  have  benefited 
from  unusually  strong  demand  for  meats. 
Through  September,  wholesale  prices  for 
ready-to-cook  broilers  in  9  cities  this  year 
averaged  27.7  cents  per  pound,  2  cents  above 
a  year  earlier.  Each  month  since  January, 
when  prices  were  near  year-earlier  levels, 
they  have  averaged  from  1  to  2-1/2  cents 
per  pound  above  a  year  earlier.  Prices  declined 
seasonally  from  the  July  high  of  29.0  cents 
per  pound  to  25.3  cents  in  mid-October. 
The  mid-October  price  was  0.8  cent  per  pound 
above  a  year  earlier;  the  rest  of  this  year 
prices  are  expected  to  continue  above  the 
fourth  quarter  last  year. 
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Broiler  feed  prices  in  the  first  9  months 
of  this  year  averaged  6  percent  lower  than  a 
year  earlier.  Most  other  items  used  in 
production  and  marketing  of  broilers  have 
increased  this  year,  particularly  labor,  equip- 
and  interest.  Georgia  broiler  hatching  egg 
prices  increased  from  57.1  cents  per  dozen 
in  the  first  9  months  of  1967  to  61.3  cents 
this  year.  Broiler  chick  prices  also  increased 
this  year  from  $8.02  to  $9.03  per  hundred. 

Exports  of  whole  young  chicken  and  parts 
in  January-August  were  up  about  5  percent. 
Parts   accounted   for  all  the  increase  with 
gains   of   19   percent;   whole  young  chicken 
exports  declined  24  percent. 

Through  October  USDA  agreed  to  make 
export  payments  on  6.8  million  pounds  of 
young  chicken  to  be  shipped  to  Switzerland 
at  a  subsidy  of  $1.1  million.  The  program 
was  started  in  April  to  enable  U.S.  exporters 
to  compete  on  the  Swiss  market  where  other 
countries  have  been  underselling  U.S.  chicken 
through  subsidy  programs. 

A  program  to  purchase  young  cut  up 
chicken  for  the  School  Lunch  Program  was 
announced  September  13.  Purchases  through 
October  amounted  to  14  million  pounds  at 
a  delivered  cost  of  $4.2  million.  These 
purchases  were  made  with  funds  provided 
under  Section  6  of  the  National  School  Lunch 
Act. 

Outlook  for  1969 

An  improved  broiler-feed  price  ratio 
in  the  first  three  quarters  of  1968  and  early 
next  year  and  increases  in  the  hatchery 
supply  flock  point  toward  an  increase  in 
broiler  production  of  more  than  6  percent 
in  the  first  half  of  1969.  The  January-September 
broiler-feed  price  ratio  was  3.3  compared 
to  2.9  last  year.  Historically  the  production 
response  to  such  a  change  has  been  greater 
than  that  indicated  here. 

Broiler  prices  at  wholesale  the  first 
half  of  1969  will  likely  average  moderately 
below  the  27.4  cents  per  pound  for  the  first 
half  of  1968.  Prospects  for  larger  supplies 
of  broilers  and  larger  supplies  of  beef  and 
pork  as  well  as  a  slower  expansion  in  consumer 
income  may  hold  prices  below  the  average 
for  the  first  half  of  1968. 


The  cost  of  broiler  feed  will  likely  be 
slightly  lower  in  the  winter  and  advance 
moderately  in  the  spring.  The  cost  of  most 
other  production  items  probably  will  increase 
but  at  a  slower  pace  than  in  the  first  half 
of  1968. 

Little  change  is  expected  in  military 
purchases  next  year.  But  exports  may  resume 
their  decline,  at  about  the  same  rate  as  in 
recent  years.  The  export  subsidy  program 
offset  the  decline  so  far  this  year. 

Pullet  chick  replacements  for  the  broiler 
hatchery  supply  flock  have  been  3  to  7  percent 
above  a  year  earlier  since  July.  The  expected 
increase  in  replacement  pullet  chicks  hatched 
for  the  hatchery  supply  flock  will  provide  ample 
supplies  of  broiler  hatching  eggs  through  1969. 

TURKEYS 

The  number  of  turkeys  being  raised 
this  year  is  16  percent  below  1967.  Declines 
are  about  equal  between  heavy  and  light 
breed  turkeys.  Turkey  meat  output  for  the 
year  may  run  about  16  to  18  percent  below 
1967  as  turkeys  are  being  marketed  at  lighter 
average  weights.  Turkey  meat  production  was 
up  in  the  first  quarter  but  was  cut  sharply 
in  the  spring  and  summer.  Production  in  main 
marketing  season  is  expected  to  be  16  to  18 
percent  below  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  for  live  turkey  January-August 
this  year  averaged  18.8  cents  per  pound, 
1.6  cents  below  the  same  period  last  year. 
Prices  edged  up  from  a  February  low  of 
17.5  cents  per  pound,  about  4  cents  below 
a  year  earlier  to  20.9  cents  in  October, 
above  last  year.  Wholesale  ready-to-cook 
prices  in  major  markets  have  strenghthened 
somewhat  in  recent  months,  increasing  about 
3  cents  per  pound  from  August-October  for 
both  hens  and  toms. 

Live  turkey  prices  are  expected  to  show 
some  further  increase  into  the  holiday  season, 
averaging  significantly  above  the  low  levels 
of  a  year  earlier.  However,  they  will  continue 
to  face  strong  competition  from  larger  supplies 
of  broilers  and  large  supplies  of  red  meats. 

Live  turkey  prices  were  severely  de- 
pressed through  August  this  year  because 
of  the  carryover  stocks  of  368  million  pounds 
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from  1967  production.  Cold  storage  holdings 
reached  a  seasonal  low  of  186  million  pounds 
on  July  1,  still  record  large  for  the  date; 
A  more  normal  seasonal  buildup  in  stocks 
began  in  July,  and  on  October  1  reached  374 
million  pounds,  67  million  less  than  a  year 
earlier. 

Under  a  USDA  program  begun  in  August, 
44.6  million  pounds  of  frozen  young  turkey 
were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $14.9  million. 
More  than  12  million  pounds  were  from  the 
1967  crop. 

On  October  15  the  USDA  announced  plans 
to  buy  canned  boned  turkey  for  distribution 
to  needy  families.  First  purchase  of  3,400 
dozen  cans  at  a  cost  of  $64,00  was  announced 
on  October  30.  Shipments  are  to  be  made 
during  the  period  December  2  through  De- 
cember 13.  Additional  offers  were  requested. 
These  purchases  will  help  strengthen  prices. 

Exports  of  turkey  parts  in  January- 
August  totaled  about  6  percent  below  year- 
earlier  levels.  A  2  percent  increase  in  exports 
of  turkey  parts,  which  made  up  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  turkey  exports,  partly  offset  a 
2 1  percent  decline  in  exports  of  whole  turkey. 
Exports  are  expected  to  decline  further  as 
wholesale  prices  increase  into  the  main 
marketing  season. 

Military  purchases  for  the  year  likely 
will  total  near  those  of  1967.  Purchases 
during  January-August  were  20  percent  above 
the  same  period  in  1967.  However,  September- 
December  purchases  may  be  relatively  light 
compared  with  last  season. 

Turkey  feed  prices  during  the  heavy 
feeding  period  will  likely  average  5  to  6 
percent  below  1967  levels.  The  average  price 
paid  for  turkey  feed  during  August  and 
September  averaged  $86  per  ton  compared 
to  $91  a  year  earlier.  The  turkey-feed  price 
ratio  during  January-August  averaged  4.4 
compared  with  4.5  for  a  year  earlier.  The 
lower  price  received  for  live  turkey  more 


than  offset  the  lower  feed  cost.  Poult  prices 
during  January-September  averaged  1  cent 
lower  than  a  year  earlier. 

Outlook  for  1969 

Based  on  a  more  favorable  turkey-feed 
price  relationship  anticipated  during  the  main 
marketing  season  this  year  than  in  1967,  turkey 
production  in  1969  may  be  increased  5  percent 
or  more  over  this  year's  output.  In  early 
September  turkey  breeder  flock  owners  in- 
dicated intentions  to  keep  3  percent  more 
breeder  hens  for  the  1969  hatching  season 
than  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey  marketings  may  trail  the  year- 
earlier  pace  in  the  first  half  of  1969,  then 
sharply  exceed  it  later.  Testings  in  July- 
September  were  down  25  percent,  pointing 
toward  a  substantial  cutback  likely  in  turkey 
marketings  in  the  first  half  of  1969— possibly 
as  much  as  one-fifth  under  1968.  The  expected 
cut  is  due  to  a  continued  reduction  in  the  number 
of  heavy  breed  turkeys  marketed  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year.  There  will  likely  be  an  increase 
in  fryer-roaster4type  turkeys  marketed  in  the 
first  half.  However,  meat  production  in  the 
last  half  1969  which  typically  accounts  for  two- 
thirds  of  the  years  total  may  run  substantially 
above  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey  feed  cost  will  likely  average 
near  current  levels  through  the  winter. 
However,  some  seasonal  increases  in  feed 
prices  may  be  expected  in  the  second  quarter. 
Poult  prices  are  expected  to  be  moderately 
below  year-earlier  levels.  The  cost  of  other 
items  used  in  production  are  expected  to 
increase  again  next  year  but  not  as  sharply 
as  in  the  first  half  of  1968. 

Cold  storage  holdings  at  the  beginning 
of  1969  may  total  220  to  230  million  pounds, 
much  less  burdensome  than  that  of  the  past 
2  years,  when  stocks  were  267  and  368  million 
pounds  respectively. 

Prices  of  live  turkey  in  the  first  half 
of  1969  are  expected  to  average  substantially 
above  the  18.5  cents  of  1968. 
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Shifts  in  the  Location  of  Egg,  Broiler,  And  Turkey  Production 

By 

George  B.  Rogers,  WilliamW.  Gallimore,  and  Fred  L.  Faber, 
Marketing  Economics  Division,  Economic  Research  Service 


The  location  of  pdultry  and  egg  pro- 
duction is  influenced  by  numerous  factors 
including:  (1)  The  efficiency  of  production, 
assembling,  packing,  and  distributing  opera- 
tions; (2)  prices  paid  by  producers  for  such 
major  production  inputs  as  feed,  chicks  or 
poults,  and  hired  labor;  (3)  the  degree  of 
coordination  of  producing,  input-supplying, 
and  marketing  functions;  (4)  returns  from 
alternative  employment  opportunities  within 
and  outside  agriculture;  and  (5),  availability 
of  credit. 

During  the  past  two  decades,  substantial 
shifts  have  occurred  in  the  relative  importance 
of  egg,  broiler,  and  turkey  production  in 
various  States  and  regions.  Changes  are 
indicative  of  the  net  results  of  various  forces 
related  to  interregional  competition.  If  poul- 
try and  eggs  remain  desirable  alternatives 
in  expanding  regions,  recent  trends  may 
continue  unless  declining  regions  undergo 
drastic  changes  in  the  structure  and  effi- 
ciency of  their  industries.  (  Table  1) 

E_g£  production 

Total  production  of  eggs  has  shifted  in 
the  U.S.  and  increased  more  slowly  than 
population  since  the  1950*  s.  The  share  of 
U.S.  egg  production  from  the  North  Atlantic 
region  declined  since  1955,  after  trending 
upward  in  the  early  1950*8.  The  shares  of 
the  East  North  Central  and  West  North  Central 
regions,  formerly  the  top  two  production 
areas,  declined  steadily  since  1950.  Con- 
sequently, these  two  regions  together  now 
account  for  just  over  30  percent  of  the 
Nation's  egg  production,  compared  with  al- 
most 48  percent  in  the  mid-1950*  s. 

The  South  Atlantic,  South  Central,  and 
Western  regions  accounted  for  an  increasing 
share  of  United  States  egg  production  since 
1955.  The  South  Atlantic  and  South  Central 
regions  together  now  account  for  almost  40 
percent  of  output  against  less  than  22  per- 
cent in  1955.  The  Western  region's  share 
has  risen  from  over  12  percent  to  almost 
16  percent 


Major  increases  in  egg  production  be- 
tween 1959  and  1964  occurred  in  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, Arkansas,  Florida,  Texas,  California, 
and  New  York.  Production,  while  still  sub- 
stantial,   tended    to  decline  in  many  other 
leading  States,  such  as  Iowa,  Pennsylvania, 
Indiana,  Minnesota,  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  New 
Jersey,  In  a  number  of  important  egg  pro- 
ducing States,  there  is  a  tendency  for  out- 
put to  become  concentrated  in  certain  areas, 
reflecting  the  importance  of  production  den- 
sity in  achieving  low  assembling  and  pack- 
ing costs  (Figure  1). 

Broiler  production 

Total  production  of  broilers  almost  tri- 
pled from  1950  to  1960,  and  increased  over 
40  percent  during  the  I960*s,  despite  re- 
lative and  absolute  output  declines  in  the 
North  Atlantic,  East  North  Central,  and  West 
North  Central  regions.  Combined  output  of 
these  regions  dropped  from  over  23  percent 
of  the  total  in  1955  to  slightly  more  than 
8  percent  in  1967.  Production  in  the  West- 
ern region  increased  in  the  i960  s,  and  its 
share  of  total  output  is  now  steady,  but 
lower  than  in  the  1950*8. 

The  largest  increases  in  production  since 
the  1950*  s  occurred  in  the  South  Central 
and  South  Atlantic  regions.  The  share  for 
the  South  Atlantic  region  remained  fairly 
steady  since  the  mid-1950*s,  while  that  of 
the  South  Central  region  increased  substan- 
tially. These  two  regions  accounted  for  over 
70  percent  of  1955  output  and  over  87  per- 
cent of  1967  output. 

From  1959  to  1964,  the  major  increases 
in  broiler  production  have  been  in  Arkansas, 
Alabama,  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Missis- 
sippi, Maryland,  Texas,  Delaware,  Maine, 
California,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  and  Penn- 
sylvania. Output  in  some  other  States,  in- 
cluding Virginia,  Missouri,  Indiana,  and  Con- 
necticut, declined.  Production  in  certain 
tain  counties  of  these  States,  however,  has 
intensified.  (Figure  2). 
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Turkey  production 

Since  1955,  all  regions  except  the  North 
Atlantic  have  produced  more  turkeys  but  the 
increase  varied  by  regions.  The  North  At- 
lantic region's  share  of  production  has  steadi- 
ly declined  while  only  two  regions — the  South 
Atlantic  and  the  South  Central  have  increased 
their  share  of  production  since  1960.  The 
increase  followed  a  period  of  decline  for 
both  regions  in  the  mid-1950' s. 

Although  the  West  North  Central  and 
Western  regions  are  still  the  major  turkey 
producing  areas,  their  share  of  total  pro- 


duction decreased  slightly  since  1959.  The 
East  North  Central  region  declined  in  im- 
portance in  recent  years  and  now  produces 
fewer  turkeys  than  either  the  South  Atlantic 
or  South  Central  regions. 

Compared  with  1959,  production  in  1964 
increased  in  southeastern  North  Carolina, 
north  Georgia,  and  throughout  Alabama.  Pro- 
duction in  southwestern  Missouri  and  north- 
western Arkansas  became  more  concentrated 
between  1959  and  1964.  The  production  pat- 
tern in  Minnesota,  California,  and  Iowa  changed 
very   little   during   that  period.    (Figure  3). 
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Table  1. - -Regional  share  in  production  of  eggs,  broilers, 
and  turkeys,  for  selected  years,  1950-67 


Regions  ! 

(  1950 

:  1955 

:     1959  : 

196k  : 

1967 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

North  Atlantic 

:  17 

19 

17 

15 

ik 

East  North  Central  : 

20 

20 

18 

15 

Ik 

West  North  Central  j 

:  28 

28 

26 

19 

16 

South  Atlantic  : 

!  9 

9 

12 

17 

19 

South  Central  : 

:  15 

12 

Ik 

18 

21 

Western  ! 

:  11 

12 

13 

16 

16 

United  States  : 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

North  Atlantic  ! 

:  13 

13 

6 

6 

5 

East  North  Central  : 

:  8 

7 

5 

3 

2 

West  North  Central 

:  k 

k 

3 

2 

1 

South  Atlantic  : 

:  h7 

h3 

h2 

k3 

^3 

South  Central  : 

!  20 

27 

36 

kz 

Western 

:  8 

6 

5 

k 

k 

United  States 

:  100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

North  Atlantic 

:  9 

8 

k 

3 

3 

East  North  Central  : 

:  12 

Ik 

16 

15 

12 

West  North  Central  ! 

26 

26 

3h 

33 

32 

South  Atlantic  : 

:  13 

17 

Ik 

Ik 

15 

South  Central 

11 

10 

9 

12 

15 

Western  ! 

:  30 

25 

23 

23 

23 

United  States  : 

:  100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

SRS,  Chicken  and  Egg  Production, 
June  1961,  April  1967,  April  1968. 

Disposition, 

Cash  Receipts 

and  Gross 

Income , 
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Figure  1 
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Figure  2 
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Table    8, — Egg-feed  price  ratios,  replacements  started  and  raised,  and 
subsequent  numbers  of  pullets  on  farms,  1950  to  date  1/ 


Year 

I  Egg- 
price 

-feed 
ratio 

Chickens 
raised 

3/ 

Hatch  of  replace-, 
ment  pullet 
chicks  U/ 

Pill  1  Ptfl 

~\r\     -P a  wi  0     ^  / 
wil    ±  a  lino  J/ 

Farmers 
inten- 
tions to 
purchase 
chicks 

.  Weighted 
|  average 

2/ 

|  Year 
]  ended 
|  June  30 

Year 
ended 
June  30 

:  Year 
:  ended 
iSeptem— 
iber  30 

October  1 

•  XUJ.iUWi.ng 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Reported  s 

1950 

9.6 

11. U 

620 

283 

258 

1951 

ll.it 

11.3 

623 

288 

26l 

1952 

!  9.1 

10.7 

561 

259 

238 

1953 

11.3 

11.5 

5U8 

266 

255 



195^ 

10.9 

11.6 

•jko 

273 

257 



1955 
J-y  y  s 

9.8 

9.3 
y  •  j 

U59 

2U2 

239 

1Q56 

12.2 

11  9 

U71 

259 

250 

1Q57 

»       7 » j 

9  6 

39U 

228 

227 

1958 

11.9 

11.6 

U21 

25>+ 

£U6 



1959 

10.0 

10.2 

386 

311 

231 

225 



i960 

9  6 

9  5 
y  *  j 

330 

256 

262 

225 

211* 

196l 

11.5 

11. u 

3U0 

28l 

288 

235 

227 

1962 

10.1 

10.1 

320 

276 

278 

229 

221 



1963 

10.2 

9.9 

31 

280 

285 

235 

226 

— — — 

196H* 

9.8 

9.6 

316 

286 

POO 

2U5 

250 

1965 

7.6 

7.8 

301 

?7U 

c.  1  u 

207 

2^3 



1966 

9  5 

8.8 

3*+0 

300 

228 

283 

1067 

7.9 
1  •  y 

8.2 

326 

317 

315 

236 

280 

1968 

7  U 

7.3 

277 

279 

260 

Change  from 

preceding 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

year  i 

87 

88 

76 

88 

88 

90 

7U 

liq 

99 

yy 

101 

102 

101 

96 

1  Q5? 

80 

95 
yj 

90 

y\j 

90 

91 

90 

1953 

12U 

107 

98 

103 

107 

96 

1951* 

96 

101 

99 

103 

101 

100 

1  Q55 

90 
y\j 

80 

85 

89 

93 

82 

12U 

128 

±.\J  J 

107 

105 

103 

1  Q57 

76 

8l 

8U 

88 

91 

91 

1958 

128 

121 

107 

111 

109 

106 

1959 

81+ 

88 

92 

91 

91 

99 

I960 

96 
y° 

0,3 

85 

97 
y ' 

95 

91 

196l 

120 

120 

82 

86 

10U 

106 

112 

1962 

88 

89 

9J+ 

110 

110 

97 

97 

101 

1963 

101 

98 

98 

101 

100 

103 

102 

106 

1961+ 

96 

97 

101 

102 

103 

10l+ 

111 

101 

1965 

93 

98 

95 

96 

95 

dh 

97 

97 

1966 

:  125 

113 

113 

109 

112 

110 

116 

101 

1967 

.  83 

93 

96 

106 

102 

10k 

99 

103 

1968 

:  9U 

89 

87 

89 

110 

-9 

1/  Includes  available  data  for  Alaska  and  Hawaii  beginning  in  I96I.     2/  Weights  are  as  follows: 
Preceding  November  1;  preceding  December  2;  January  3;  February  k;  March  5;  April  3;  May  1.  3_/ 
For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers,  but  including  broiler  breeder  stock. 


hj  One-half  of  reported  hatch  of  egg-type  chicks  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically  for  broil- 
er hatchery  supply  flocks.     5_/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying.    *Prior  to  January  1968,  poultry  feed 
vas  reported  in  number  of  pounds;  beginning  January,  1968  laying  feed  replaced  poultry  feed  and 
is  reported  in  number  of  tons. 
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NOVEMBER  I968 


Eces  Droduced 

Rank. 

•  Change 

in  ' 

State 

1964  ; 

1965  ; 

1966  : 

1967 

:    outout  between  : 

1964  ; 

1965  ! 

1966  : 

1967 

11964-1967 11966-1967 ; 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

California 

7,801 

7,406 

7,664 

8,078 

277 

4l4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Georgia  : 

3,299 

4,042 

4,501 

4,98l 

1,682 

480 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Iowa  ! 

3,818 

3,854 

3,589 

3,507 

-311 

-82 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Pennsylvania 

3,392 

3,205 

3,165 

22 

-40 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Arkansas 

2,242 

2,383 

2,737 

3,134 

892 

397 

9 

9 

5 

5 

North  Carolina 

2,388 

2,632 

2,717 

2,949 

561 

232 

8 

5 

7 

6 

Texas  ! 

2,592 

2,606 

2,737 

2,943 

351 

206 

6 

7 

6 

7 

Alabama  ! 

2,177 

2,291 

2,387 

2,645 

468 

258 

11 

11 

9 

8 

Indiana 

2,193 

2,469 

2,443 

2,545 

352 

102 

10 

8 

8 

9 

Mississippi  : 

2,160 

2,222 

2,338 

2,508 

348 

170 

12 

13 

11 

10 

Minnesota  ; 

2,787 

2,622 

2,379 

2,463 

-324 

84 

5 

6 

10 

11 

New  York  : 

1,909 

2,257 

2,302 

2,374 

465 

72 

13 

12 

12 

12 

Ohio  : 

2,424 

2,370 

2,283 

2,365 

-59 

82 

7 

10 

13 

13 

Florida  ! 

1,515 

1,778 

1,999 

2,199 

684 

200 

17 

15 

14 

14 

Illinois  : 

1,81+7 

1,821 

1,800 

1,921 

74 

121 

14 

14 

15 

15 

Michigan  i 

1,316 

1,543 

1,567 

1,665 

349 

98 

21 

16 

16 

16 

Missouri  j 

1,366 

1,375 

1,340 

1,419 

53 

79 

20 

19 

19 

17 

Wisconsin  : 

1,630 

1,470 

1,392 

1,385 

245 

-7 

16 

17 

17 

18 

South  Dakota  : 

1,383 

1,37^ 

1,361 

1,384 

1 

23 

19 

20 

18 

19 

Nebraska  i 

1,397 

l,3h6 

1,224 

1,282 

115 

58 

18 

21 

20 

20 

South  Carolina  : 

1,053 

1,001 

1,13.4 

1,234 

181 

120 

23 

25 

22 

21 

New  Jersey  ; 

1,632 

1,378 

1,191 

1,189 

-443 

-2 

15 

18 

21 

22 

Maine  : 

952 

1,031 

1,095 

1,175 

223 

80 

26 

24 

23 

23 

Tennessee  : 

973 

972 

1,011 

1,172 

199 

161 

25 

26 

25 

24 

Virginia  : 

1,224 

1,091 

1,084 

1,121 

-103 

37 

22 

22 

24 

25 

Washington  : 

1,041 

1,062 

1,007 

1,094 

53 

87 

24 

23 

26 

26 

Kansas 

927 

967 

958 

962 

35 

It 

28 

27 

27 

27 

Connecticut  : 

773 

797 

839 

844 

71 

5 

29 

28 

28 

28 

Louisiana  : 

542 

712 

755 

804 

262 

49 

32 

29 

29 

29 

Kentucky  i 

943 

678 

673 

720 

-223 

47 

27 

30 

30 

30 

Oklahoma  : 

530 

518 

506 

541 

11 

35 

33 

32 

33 

31 

Massachusetts  : 

605 

553 

531 

531 

-74 

0 

30 

31 

31 

32 

Oregon  i 

550 

498 

509 

511 

-39 

2 

31 

33 

32 

33 

New  Hampshire  : 

348 

359 

389 

379 

31 

-10 

35 

34 

34 

31* 

West  Virginia  s 

327 

325 

329 

345 

18 

16 

36 

36 

35 

35 

Maryland  i 

276 

332 

311 

324 

48 

13 

37 

35 

36 

36 

Colorado  : 

265 

238 

246 

309 

44 

63 

39 

39 

39 

37 

North  Dakota  : 

385 

322 

307 

306 

-79 

-1 

34 

37 

37 

38 

Utah  : 

273 

24l 

283 

280 

7 

-3 

38 

38 

38 

39 

Arizona  : 

193 

208 

223 

243 

50 

20 

41 

4l 

40 

4o 

Idaho 

260 

225 

222 

224 

-36 

2 

40 

40 

41 

41 

Ntontana 

189 

178 

188 

201 

12 

13 

42 

43 

42 

42 

Hawaii 

:  188 

190 

188 

196 

8 

8 

43 

42 

43 

43 

New  Mexico 

1U9 

145 

153 

145 

-4 

-8 

45 

44 

44 

44 

Delaware 

128 

132 

131 

131 

3 

0 

46 

46 

46 

45 

Vermont 

:  150 

139 

133 

129 

-21 

-4 

44 

45 

45 

46 

Rhode  Island 

:  83 

80 

80 

79 

-4 

-1 

47 

47 

47 

47 

Wyoming 

:  60 

49 

45 

44 

-16 

-1 

48 

48 

48 

48 

Alaska 

:  4.9 

9.2 

10.2 

9.1 

5 

-1 

50 

49 

49 

49 

Nevada 

:  10 

9 

9 

7 

-3 

-1 

49 

50 

50 

50 
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Table  10- — Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1956-68 


Year  \ 

First 

Second 

Third  * 

Fourth  | 

Year 

auarter 

auarter 

U                    1       War  J.  £ 

auarter 

auarter 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  : 

!  136.4 

151.  4 

22.3 

23.9 

334.0 

1957  : 

:  97.9 

123.0 

17.2 

20.4 

259.4 

1958  : 

:  104.3 

T   1./-,  O 

142. 0 

24.8 

26.4 

298.2 

1959  i 

!  107.5 

121.3 

20.6 

21.0 

270.5 

i960             :  66.6 

120.4 

25.9 

26.9 

239.8 

1961  ! 

:  86.2 

111.7 

32.1 

32.9 

262.9 

1962 

:  73.7 

109.6 

34.0 

33.7 

251.0 

1963  : 

!  72.5 

109.3 

39.7 

35.9 

257.4 

196k 

:          44.  0 

±U(  .U 

43.7 

39.5 

1965 

:  63.9 

9^.5 

45.3 

40.8 

244.5 

1966 

:  71.1 

106.0 

53.2 

54.4 

284.7 

1967 

!  76.1 

95.2 

52.3 

U3.8 

267.4 

1968 

:  62.6 

82.6 

54.2 

Table  11 . — Broiler  pullets  placed  for  hatchery  supply  flocks, 

by  quarters,  1956-1968 


Year  1/  ; 

First  ! 

Second  * 

Third  \ 

Fourth  \ 

Year 

quarter  \ 

quarter  \ 

quarter  \ 

quarter  \ 

;  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1956  i 

:  7.0 

8.1 

5.5 

5.6 

26.2 

1957  : 

:  6.4 

8.0 

5.0 

6.5 

25.9 

1958  : 

\  7.0 

10.0 

7.9 

6.5 

31.4 

1959 

:  7.3 

8.8 

5.5 

5.3 

26.9 

i960 

:  6.1 

10.0 

6.6 

6.2 

28.9 

1961             :  7.9 

10.0 

6.7 

5.2 

29.8 

1962             :  7.8 

7.8 

7.2 

6.1 

28.9 

1963             :  6.9 

10.3 

6.9 

6.3 

30.4 

1964             :  7.9 

8.2 

7.8 

6.6 

30.5 

1965             :  8.2 

10.1 

7.6 

7.9 

33.8 

1966             :  9.5 

11.6 

9.8 

8.8 

39.7 

1967             :  9.2 

10.5 

8.4 

8.3 

36.4 

1968              :  8.7 

10.4 

8.8 

1/  Additional  coverage  beginning  in  1964  accounted  for  approximately  4 
percent  more  pullets  than  previous  years. 
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Table  12.7. — Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  by  months, 
1962-66  average  and  1967-68  to  date  1/ 


4 
i 

Monun 

* 

t 

!  1962-66 
!          average  2/ 

► 

►                        -L90  ( 

.  lyOO 

• 

• 

:  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

January 

!  18.0 

22.5 

19.2 

February  < 

i  22.8 

26.1 

21.9 

March  i 

i  38.3 

36.7 

30.1 

April  j 

I  ^7.3 

40.7 

3U.9 

May  ! 

:             hi. 9 

37.4 

32.7 

June  : 

:  25.7 

27.6 

25. k 

July  : 

:  18.1 

19.7 

20.9 

August 

:  16.3 

20.7 

20.8 

September  j 

16.6 

20.3 

21.  h 

October 

:  17.2 

19.1 

November 

:  15.6 

16.8 

December 

!  15.2 

16.2 

Total  \ 

:  293.0 

303.9 

1/  One-half  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  domestically 
for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading  breeders. 

2/  1962-63  exclude  placements  by  a  few  broiler  breeders  which  were  covered 
for  the  first  time  in  1964. 
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Table  13  . — Layers  and  potential  layers,  October  1  and  following 
January  1,  i960  to  date 


Year 


October  1 


Laye  rs 


Hens 


Pullets 


Total 


Pullets 
not  yet 
laying 


Potential 
layers 
1/ 


Mature 
chickens 
slaughtered 
under  Federal 
inspection 
Oct. -Dec. 


Flock  re- 
placement 

pullets 
hatched  in 
June -Oct. 


'•  Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions 

Reported : 

I960  2/ 

I69 

122 

291 

93 

383 

41 

69 

1961  ! 

154 

ll+7 

301 

88 

389 

).-» 

41 

73 

1962  ! 

162 

i4o 

302 

89 

391 

1  1. 

44 

78 

1963                  :  161 

139 

300 

96 

396 

46 

85 

1964  : 

161 

l44 

305 

101 

407 

47 

95 

1965 

170 

133 

304 

74 

378 

42 

96 

1966  : 

168 

11*3 

312 

85 

397 

46 

116 

1967 

165 

157 

323 

78 

400 

47 

107 

1968  : 

180 

133 

314 

69 

383 

5/113 

Change  from  i 

year  before  3_/: 

I960  4/ 

9 

-25 

-16 

8 

-18 

1 

17 

1961  V  : 

-15 

26 

11 

-5 

6 

c  1 
2/ 

4 

1962  ! 

8 

-7 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1963  : 

-1 

-1 

-2 

7 

6 

2 

7 

1964  : 

6/ 

5 

5 

10 

<  / 
2/ 

10 

1965  ! 

9 

-11 

-2 

-27 

-29 

1 

1966  ! 

-2 

10 

8 

12 

20 

1. 

20 

1967  : 

-3 

lit 

11 

-8 

3 

1 

9 

±yoo  ! 

J-P 

24 

-9 

-8 

-17 

6 

Januaiy  1 

following  year 

Layers 

Pullets 

not  yet 

Potential 

:  Hens 

Pullets 

:  Total 

laying 

layers 

Millions 

Millions 

Millions  Millions 

Millions 

Reported : 

i960  2/ 

127 

193 

319 

32 

352 

1961 

133 

176 

309 

38 

348 

1962 

132 

183 

315 

44 

359 

1963 

136 

17k 

310 

47 

357 

196U 

137 

173 

310 

54 

364 

1965 

137 

176 

313 

36 

349 

1966 

143 

166 

309 

37 

346 

1967 

138 

187 

325 

44 

369 

1968 

138 

191 

329 

44 

374 

Change  from 

year  before  3_/ • 

i960  4/ 

6 

-7 

-11 

-4 

-15 

1961  y 

:  7 

-17 

-10 

6 

-4 

1962 

-2 

7 

6 

5 

11 

1963 

4 

-10 

-5 

4 

-1 

1964 

1 

-1 

6/ 

7 

6 

1965 

-1 

4 

3 

-18 

-14 

1966 

6 

-10 

-4 

1 

-3 

1967 

-5 

21 

16 

7 

23 

1968 

;  6/ 

5 

5 

6/ 

5 

1/  Layers  plus  pullets  not  yet  laying.  2/  Data  for  48  States.  Jj  Computed  from  unrounded  data. 
Xj  Based  on  data  for  48  States.    5_/  Partly  estimated.    6/  Less  than  .05. 
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Table    15 — Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler 
industry  statistics,  i960  to  date  1/ 


Year 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


Apr.     *  May 


June 


July    I  Aug. 


Sept.   *  Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 
7-1*+  months  earlier  2/ 


Broiler  prices  received  by  U.  S.  producers 


Pet. 


Pet. 


i960 

-  1 

-  5 

-  9 

-Ik 

-17 

-20 

-23 

-2U 

'  -21+ 

—22 

-18 

-11 

1961  ! 

-  6 

-  2 

2 

7 

13 

18 

21 

22 

23 

25 

2k 

18 

1962  ! 

13 

11 

9 

7 

2 

-  3 

-  6 

-  6 

-  6 

-  7 

-  9 

-11 

1963  , 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-  8 

-  6 

-  3 

-  1 

2 

7 

8 

9 

8 

1961+  ' 

8 

7 

6 

7 

8 

9 

8 

5 

3 

1 

_  0 

-  5 

1965  ! 

-  6 

-  5 

-  5 

-  6 

-  7 

-  6 

-  3 

2 

k 

5 

7 

10 

1966  ' 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

Ik 

1967  ; 

16 

17 

18 

18 

20 

20 

20 

20 

17 

10 

5 

0 

1968  • 

-  k 

-  6 

-  8 

-10 

-11 

-11 

-11 

-11 

-10 

-7 

-  5 

-  3 

1969  ; 

-  3 

-  2 

-  1 

Broiler  chick  placements  in  22 

or  23 

States 

advanced 

i960  j 

-  5 

-  2 

0 

2  months 
1 

to 
-  1 

expected  marketing  mon^h 

7 

7 

10 

13 

1961  , 

13 

10 

11 

13 

20 

19 

16 

10 

10 

10 

6 

2 

1962 

0 

3 

2 

2 

-  1 

0 

-  2 

-  1 

-  1 

3 

12 

19 

1963  j 

18 

10 

k 

-  1 

0 

2 

6 

7 

5 

2 

0 

1 

1961+ 

1+ 

6 

6 

5 

3 

1 

-  1 

1 

1+ 

5 

5 

k 

1965  ; 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

Ik 

1966  . 

13 

lit 

Ik 

12 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

11 

11 

38  : 

8 

3 

1 

3 

k 

3 

0 

0 

1 

-  1 

-  3 

-  5 

-  3 

-  5 

0 

-  2 

-3 

-1 

1 

2 

2 

i960  1 

7 

h 

6 

8 

10 

11 

9 

6 

5 

5 

0 

-  3 

1961  : 

-  5 

-  k 

-  7 

-lU 

-20 

-26 

-27 

-26 

-21+ 

-21+ 

-16 

-  8 

1962  ! 

-  3 

-  3 

-  3 

-  1 

1* 

11 

18 

27 

29 

26 

12 

0 

1963 

-  7 

-  6 

-  2 

2 

3 

1 

-  3 

-  8 

-  9 

-  6 

-  3 

-  3 

1961+ 

-  7 

-  7 

-10 

-  9 

-  7 

-  3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1965 

k 

6 

8 

10 

11 

10 

7 

2 

0 

0 

2 

7 

1966 

9 

10 

8 

8 

5 

5 

3 

3 

-  1 

-  1+ 

-10 

-13 

1967 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-17 

-16 

-15 

-Ik 

-11+ 

-13 

-12 

-  8 

-  7 

1968  : 

-  it 

-  2 

0 

5 

8 

10 

11 

12 

Prices  paid 

to  commercial  hatcheries 

for  broiler- 

-type  chicks  3/ 

i960  : 

-  6 

-  3 

7 

19 

28 

26 

25 

28 

31 

28 

23 

20 

1961  : 

18 

19 

13 

0 

-15 

-21 

-23 

-27 

-31 

-31 

-29 

-26 

1962  : 

-22 

-20 

-19 

-16 

-11 

-  5 

1+ 

15 

23 

25 

20 

15 

1963  : 

11 

10 

12 

lit 

13 

6 

0 

-  6 

-  8 

-  8 

-  8 

-  9 

1961+  " 

-11 

-13 

-lit 

-13 

-10 

-  5 

-  k 

-  3 

-  it 

-  1+ 

-  1 

U 

1965  : 

10 

15 

18 

21 

19 

16 

11 

6 

0 

-  3 

-  5 

-  3 

1966  ' 

-  1 

0 

1 

2 

5 

7 

8 

9 

9 

6 

1 

-  5 

1967  : 

-  7 

-16 

-19 

-22 

-22 

-21 

-21 

-23 

-21+ 

-22 

-17 

-11 

1968  ; 

-  9 

5 

11 

16 

17 

16 

11 

18 

21 

Prices 

paid 

to  Georgia 

producers  for 

hatching  eggs 

i960 

7 

13 

22 

37 

1+3 

39 

36 

39 

1+1 

3k 

26 

20 

1961  ' 

18 

,1 

16 

1 

-15 

-22 

-21+ 

-29 

-33 

-33 

-30 

-26 

1962 

-22 

-22 

-21+ 

-22 

-11+ 

-  3 

9 

2l+ 

33 

3k 

28 

23 

1963 

21 

2l+ 

31 

35 

29 

15 

5 

-  1 

-  1 

-  1 

-  3 

-  8 

196U 

-lit 

-18 

-18 

-17 

-13 

-  8 

-12 

-11 

-11 

-  1+ 

-  1 

It 

1965 

9 

13 

15 

16 

11+ 

10 

6 

2 

-  2 

-  3 

-  3 

-  1 

1966 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 

7 

7 

5 

0 

-  1+ 

1967 

-  8 

-11 

-12 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-13 

-15 

-15 

-13 

-10 

-  6 

1968 

-  3 

2 

5 

8 

9 

8 

9 

11 

lit 

1/  Fluctuations  in  monthly  data  reduced  by  the  use  of  3-month  moving  averages. 

2/  Total  January  i960  through  March  i960  and  domestic  thereafter. 

3/  U.  S.  average  prices  i960  through  November  I96I+  and  Georgia  price  thereafter. 
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Table  17. — Rank  of  States  in  broiler  production,  1967  with  comparisons  1/ 


NOVEMBER  1968 


State 


:           change  in  : 

:  : 

1965  '. 

1966  : 

1967 

:      output  between  : 

:    196U-    :     1966-  : 
:    1967      :      1967  : 

Number  of  broilers  produced 


Rank 


1961+ 


1965 


1966 


1967 


Thousand    Thousand    Thousand    Thousand      Thousand      Thousand    Number      Number  Number 


Georgia 

Arkansas 

Alabama 

North  Carolina 

Mississippi 

Texas 
Maryland 
Delaware 
Maine 

California 

Virginia 

Tennessee 

Pennsylvania 

Louisiana 

Florida 

Washington 

Missouri 

South  Carolina 

Indiana 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Ohio 

Minnesota 

Kentucky 

Connecticut 

Idaho 

Massachusetts 
New  York 

Iowa 

New  Hampshire 
Utah 
Nebraska 
Hawaii 

New  Jersey 
Michigan 
Kansas 
Colorado 
Rhode  Island 

Arizona 
Illinois 
Vermont 
North  Dakota 
South  Dakota 

Montana 
Wyoming 
New  Mexico 
Nevada 
Alaska 


373,880 
285,835 
2l+2,76U 
213,161 
156,938 

139,129 
129,21+9 

109,293 
67,680 
57,002 

1+6,9^5 
1+0,U12 
38,572 
29,383 
11,082 

19,221 
32,300 
17,lU3 
2l+,l+82 
17,227 

15,203 
9,01+5 
9,870 
7,686 

10,967 

10,956 
12,299 
M96 
6,701 
3,561+ 

2,225 
2,817 
1,595 
1,260 
1,359 

2,000 
2,579 
1,532 
511 


u 

1,201 
326 


1+02,770 
320,135 
285,077 
23l+,l+77 
167,867 

11+2,217 
lM+,759 
109,293 
68,357 
59,852 

1+7,881+ 
i+l+,893 
1+2,962 
31,579 
12,855 

21,030 
30,700 
16,1+1+8 
23,829 
18,605 

13,398 
13,170 
11,200 
10,00U 
9,020 

10,737 
11,806 
i+,650 

6,079 
3,208 

2,603 
2,051 
2,281 
1,181+ 
1,292 

1,500 
1,;5: 
556 
523 
935 

1/ 
620 

166 


1+56,192 
361,753 
32l+,12l+ 
260,269 
183, 73^ 

152,918 
159,^91 
121,678 
72,1+58 
67,031+ 

50,278 
50,325 
1+3,983 
35,317 
18,61+0 

22,1+12 
21,965 
17,1+86 
21,208 
lC,605 

ll+,738 
12,907 
12,600 
10,001+ 
9,381 

10,737 
10,271 
5,650 
5,593 
3,301+ 

2,1+99 
2,030 
3,1+22 
1,1+68 
1,285 

1,350 
1,882 
1+67 
562 
91* 

1/ 
51+2 
70 


1+1+7,123 
365,371 
32l+,629 
262,872 
196,931 

161,1+3!+ 
151,032 
127, 3^ 
73,907 
69,01+5 

51,786 
1+6,802 
M+,256 
i+l,2i+o 
25,161+ 

21,980 
20,867 
19,  ^3 
17,039 
16,372 

li+,738 
13,552 
13,150 
10,50l+ 
9,756 

9,663 
9,038 
6,090 
5,1+25 
2,709 

2,371+ 
2,293 
1,779 
1,1+04 
1,292 

1,075 
9I+I 
612 
577 
538 

1/ 
332 
65 


73,2^3 
79,536 
81,865 
1+9,712 
39,993 

22,305 
21,783 
18,385 
6,227 
12,01+3 

l+,81+l 
6,390 
5,681+ 
11,857 
ll+,082 

2,759 
-11,1+33 
2,3^0 
-7,^+3 
-855 

-1+65 
l+,507 
3,280 
2,818 
-1,211 

-1,293 
-3,261 
1,19>+ 
-1,276 
-855 

ll+9 
-52l+ 
181+ 
11+1+ 
-67 

-925 
-1,638 
-920 
66 
-1+1+8 

-8§9 
-261 


-9,069 
3,618 
505 
2,603 

13,197 

8,516 
-8,1+59 
5,668 
1,1+1+9 
2,011 

1,508 
3,523 
279 
5,923 
6,521+ 

-1+32 
-1,098 
1,997 
-1+,169 
-2,233 

0 
6I+5 
550 
500 
375 

-1,071+ 
-1,233 
1+1+0 
-168 
-595 

-125 
263 
-1,61+3 
-61+ 
7 

-275 
-91+1 
1U5 
15 
-1+06 

1/ 
-210 
-5 


1 
2 
3 
1+ 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
15 
20 

17 
11+ 
19 
16 
18 

21 
26 
25 
27 
23 

21+ 
22 
29 
28 
3C 

33 
31 
35 
38 
37 

31+ 
32 
36 
l/l+l 
1*0 

1/ 

39 
1+2 


1 

2 
3 
1+ 
5 

7 
6 
8 
9 
10 

11 

12 
13 
11+ 

22 

17 
15 
19 
16 
18 

20 
21 
21+ 
26 
27 

25 
23 
29 
28 
30 

31 
33 
32 
37 
36 

35 
3h 
1+0 
l/l+l 
38 

1/ 
39 
1+2 


3 
l+ 

5 

7 
6 
8 
9 
10 

12 
11 
13 
11+ 
18 

15 
16 
20 
17 
19 

21 

22 
23 
26 
27 

21+ 
25 
28 
29 
31 

32 
33 
30 
35 
37 

36 
3l» 
l+l 
1/39 
38 

a 

1+2 


Number 


3 
l+ 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

11 

12 
13 
11+ 
15 

16 
17 
18 

19 
20 

21 

22 
23 
2k 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

31 
32 
33 
3h 
35 

36 
37 
38 

¥1 
1+2 


1/  Colorado  and  Arizona  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
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Table  18  .--Export  payments  on  Chicken  to  Switzerland,  1968 


\         Amount  purchased 

Price  range  : 
:  paid  per  pound  : 

Cost  of  purchase 

Week 
ending 

\    Weekly  \ 

Cumulative 

Neck  and  giblets! 

Weekly  \ 

Cumulative 

With     J    Without  ', 

•  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 
dollars 

1,000 
dollars 

May- 

8 
15 
23 
29 

!  150 
;  jlou 
:  60 
:  90 

150 

JjU 
390 
1+80 

16.5-17.5 

16.5-17.5 

16.5-17.5 
1  6    R-l  7  S 

25,350 
3U, yuu 
10,200 
15,150 

25,350 

66,1+50 
81,600 

June 

12 
19 

:  180 
:  150 

280 

660 
810 

0  olio 

2,520 

16.5-17.5 
16.5-17.5 
17.0-18.0 
17.0 

30,900 

25,950 
cm  7on 

1+7,600 

112,500 
138,1+50 

1+37,700 

July 

3 

10 
17 

26 

31 

'•  66 

;  00 

:  70 
:  30 

cOU 

:  * 

P  RR6 
<-  ,  POO 

2,656 

2,1+66 

0  lhA 
d9(HO 

* 

17.0 

17.0-18.0 

17-0 
* 

JLJ.  ,  C.C.KJ 

12,200 

5,100 
ii7  6no 
* 

1+61,170 
1+28,870 

Ll76  L.70 
* 

Aug. 

7 
28 

:  1+20 
1,81+0 

3,166 
5,006 

17.0-18.0 

16.5-17.5 

72,600 
314,000 

549,070 
863,070 

Sept.  11 
18 

•  200 

•  1+1+1 

5,206 

5,61+7 

16.5-17.5 
16.5 

34,000 
72,765 

897,070 
969,835 

Oct. 

9  : 

16  : 
30 

30 
708 
1+30 

5,677 
6,385 
6,815 

13.75 

13.50-13.75 
1*1.75 

»+,125 
96,680 
63,4?5 

973,960 

1,070,61+0 
1,134,065 

*  No  acceptable  offers  received  for  the  week. 
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Table  19.--USDA  purchases  of  cut-up  young  chickens  for  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  by  years  I96I-67,  by  weeks,  1967  to  date 


Broiler  production  * 

Duration  of  program  ' 

:  Range  of  : 

Commodity 

Period 

Number  : 

Ready-  : 
to-cook  : 
weight  : 

Number     :        Begin       : Purchases 
of        :          and  : 
weeks     :         end  : 

: prices  per  : 
:    pound  : 

cost  of 
purchases 

Millions 

Million 
pounds 

1,000 

V/eeks             Months  Pounds 

Cents 

1, 000 
Dollars 

1961 
1962 

1963 
1964 

1,991 
2,023 
2,102 
2,l6l 

4,919 
U,973 
5,239 
5,415 

24       l/Mar.-Pec.  44,790 
22           Aug. -Dec.  60,000 
19           Aug. -Dec.  50,100 
24           July-Dec.  51,930 

26.67-37.69 
27.28-33.20 

27.37-31.59 
28.09-31.69 

13,448 

17,963 
14,943 

15,255 

1965 

1966-  67 

1967-  68 

2,33^ 

2,572 

2,593 

5,842 

6,475 
6,6l4 

16  Sept 
23  Aug. 
11  Sept 

.-Dec.  37,320 
-Jan.  54,030 
.-Jan.  57,240 

28.44-34.46 
27.42-35.32 
27.01-32.48 

11,527 
16,926 
16,878 

Contracts 

\  Purchases 

Range  of 

Commodity  cost  of 
purchases  2/ 

let  in 

week 
ending 

:  For 
:  the 
:  week 

:  Cumulative 
:    for  the 
:  year 

prices 
'.  per 

pound 

For         :  Cumulative 
the          :    for  the 
week          :  year 

1,000 
Pounds 

1,000 
Pounds 

Cents 

1,000 
Dollars 

1,000 
Pounds 

190  ( 

Sept. 

1 
15 

29 

4,788 
5,400 
5,184 

4,788 
10,188 
15,372 

28.49-32.29 
?8  86-^1  QP 
28.70-30.90 

1,466 

1,627 
1,536 

1,466 

3,093 
4,628 

:0ct. 

.11 
25 

5,472 
4,608 

20,844 
25,452 

27,39-30.87 
28.37-32.48 

1,589 
1,387 

6,217 
7,603 

Nov. 

8 
22 

6,624 
5,724 

32,076 
37,800 

27.63-30.80 
27.01-29.68 

1,938 

1,643 

9,542 
11,185 

:Dec. 

6 
20 

5,364 
5,328 

43,164 
48,492 

23. 35-30.04 
27.52-30.06 

1,556 
1,531 

12,741 
14,272 

1968 

Jan. 

3 

17 

4,644 
4,104 

53,136 
57,24o 

28.20-31.03 
28.49-31.23 

1,380 
1,226 

15,652 
16,878 

Oct. 

2 
16 

30 

4,284 
4,824 

4,860 

4,284 

9,108 

13,968 

28.96-31.50 
28.90-31.50 

29.24-31.65 

1,299 
1,454 

1,470 

1,299 
2,753 

4,223 

l/First  program  in  month  of  March,  second  in  August-December. 

2/ln  1961  through  1964,  the  cost  is  at  shipping  points;  beginning  in  1965,  it  is  at 
points  of  destintation. 
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Table   20. — Turkeys  for  breeding  on  January  1:    Farmers'  intentions  and 
reported  numbers,  15  important  States,  1967  to  date 


Heavy  breeds 


Intentions-Percentage 

Breeders  on  hand 

as  of  January  1 

1^8 

State 

of  vear  before 

1/ 

Number 

Percentage  of 

year 

before 

T  Q^7 

l      XyCO  . 

lyoy 

1966  | 

1967  '. 

1968  j 

1967 

I  1968 

Mpu  York  I 

100 

80 

75 

13 

13 

12 

100 

92 

Pennsylvania  ! 

1  30 

1  PO 

lev 

105 

30 

35 

25 

117 

71 

Ohio  : 

1  1  Q 

55 

l  kk 

i  s£ 

119 

y° 

Mi  phi  ps n 

l  on 

1  OS 

cm 

(O 

y± 

R9 

120 

QO 

Wl  cron ci  n 

2/ 

2/ 

1 J 

1  p£ 

qR 
?o 

QS 
yj 

78 

Minnesota  ! 

Q2 

y*- 

85 

121 

386 

350 

278 

°1 

7Q 

Iowa 

87 

96 

QR 

1  S9 

1 3? 

82 

87 

Missouri  ! 

117 

100 

110 

165 

196 

180 

119 

92 

Virginia  ! 

1  06 

111* 

60 

50 

37 

R3 

7k 

South  Carolina  : 

103 

95 

1  ov 

60 

7S 

OH 

125 

85 

Oklahoma  : 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

1»1 

1+6 

2U 

112 

S9 

Texas 

117 

97 

112 

332 

h20 

395 

127 

9k 

Washington 

82 

QS 

82 

22 

21 

22 

QS 
yj 

1  OS 

Oregon 

102 

Q0 

2/ 

172 

Cali  fornia 

10U 

87 

109 

909 

98I 

716 

108 

73 

Total  15  States 

10k 

90 

10k 

2,729 

2,718 

2,221 

100 

82 

Beltsville  and 

other  light  breeds 

New  York  ! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pennsylvania 

200 

1  SO 

33 

l» 

U 

7 

100 

1  7S 

Ohio 

80 

39 

25 

30 

27 

U 

QO 

-1-5 

Michigan  * 

J.KAJ 

T  OO 

85 

7 

7 

7 

1  OO 

1  OO 

Wi  sconsi  n 

2/ 

2/ 
£/ 

7 

5 

0 

71 

Minnesota 

1  3S 

101 

134 

165 

162 

1  93 

qR 
yo 

Iowa 

50 

56 

100 

11 

3 

79 

27 

Mi  ssouri 

100 

75 

75 

ko 

15 

15 

38 

100 

Virginia 

100 

7S 

95 

7k 

105 

65 

i  Up 

62 

South  Carolina 

0 

0 

0 

Oklahoma 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

9 

Ik 

10 

156 

71 

Texas 

100 

75 

33 

k 

3 

3 

75 

100 

Washington 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oregon 

105 

80 

"2/ 

72 

r 

zl 

California 

90 

133 

100 

6 

11 

100 

183 

Total  15  States 

108 

82 

97 

Uoi 

362 

127 

90 

35 

1/  Farmers'  October  intentions  to  hold  turkey  breeders  at  beginning  of  following  year  as  a 
percentage  of  a  year  earlier. 


2/  Not  shown  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 

3/  Numbers  for  heavy  and  light  breeds  not  shown  separately  to  avoid  disclosing  individual 
operations. 
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Table   23. — USDA  purchases  of  ready-to-cook  turkeys,  by  years 
1951-67,  by  weeks,  1967  to  date  1/ 


Size 

of  turkey  crop  . 

Duration  of  program 

:       Range  of 

Commodity 

Period 

:  Purchases 

:    prices  per 

cost  of 

!  Head 

Ready-to-  . 

Number  of  . 

Begin  and  . 

:  pound 

purchases  2/ 

.  raised 

cook  weight 

weeks 

end 

Million 

1,000 

1 , 000 

■  Millions 

pounds 

Weeks 

Months 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

• 

:  53 

703 









1952 

:  62 





27,852 





1953 

:  60 

758 



— 

- 

20,327 





.  00 

870 





1955 

:  00 

818 







1956 

:  77 

957 

10 

Sept 

-Nov 

27,  n't 

37.00-39.50 

10,U0O 

1957 

81 

— 



— 

1958-59 

OO 

1,038 

28 

July 

-Feb 

23,560 

31.29-37.50 

7,969 

8!+ 

1,123 

it 

Sept 

-Oct 

21,570 

00  17  no 

I  ,tj.o 

I960 

8U 

1,156 

It 

Sept 

-Oct 

18,850 

3U.7U-37.U7 

6,800 

1961 

108 

1,506 

10 

Aug. 

-Nov 

60,090 

25.93-33.33 

17,065 

1962 

92 

1,302 

9 

Sept 

-Nov 

U2,900 

30.97-33.75 

13,929 

1963 

9U 

1,355 

8 

Aug. 

-Oct 

U3,560 

31.U8-33.75 

1U,200 

196U 

101 

1.U59 

11 

Aug. 

-Oct 

60,775 

29.U5-33.U6 

19.17U 

1965 

:  106 

7 

Sept 

-Nov 

29,736 

30.U3-U0.95 

9,382 

1966 

117 

1,685 

15 

Aug. 

-Nov 

12,930 

31.51-35.60 

U,321 

1967 

126 

1,881 

16 

July 

-Oct 

7^,790 

27.25-33.27 

22,911 

1968 

106 

1,626 

8 

Aug. 

-Sept.  UU,6lO 

29.90-36.37 

1U.9U2 

Contracts 

Purchases 

Range  of  ' 

Commodity  cost  of  purchases 

let  in  week 

'.     For  the 

Cumulative 

prices  per  : 

For  the  \ 

Cumulative 

ending 

.  week 

'.        for  the  year 

pound  '• 

week  ] 

for  the  year  2/ 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

Cents 

dollars 

dollars 

1967 

July 

lU 

3,210 

3,210 

29.37-33.27 

1,012 

1,012 

21 

It,  1+70 

7,710 

30.Ult-33.27 

1,U32 

2,U5U 

23 

U,o80 

11,790 

30.27-33.19 

1,30U 

3,758 

Aug. 

It 

i+,530 

16,320 

30.19-32.81 

1,U32 

5,190 

11 

U,530 

20,850 

29.75-31.99 

1,U03 

6,593 

18 

It, 170 

25,020 

29.67-31.67 

1,283 

7,876 

25 

3,960 

28,980 

29.1t2-31.89 

1,218 

9.09U 

Sept. 

1 

5,250 

3^,230 

29.90-32.03 

l,6Uo 

10,73U 

8 

5,310 

39,U20 

29.29-32.10 

l,6Uo 

12,337 

15 

5,310 

Wt,730 

29.25-31.68 

1,632 

13,969 

22 

5,370 

50,100 

29.09-3i.63 

1,650 

15,619 

29 

5,250 

55,350 

28.91-31.51 

1,606 

17,225 

Oct. 

6 

5,070 

60,U20 

28. 76-30. 9k 

1,529 

18.75U 

13 

U,800 

65,220 

28.U9-30.63 

1,1*18 

20,172 

£0 

U,500 

69,720 

27.97-29.58 

1,295 

21.U67 

27 

5,070 

7U,790 

27.25-29.53 

l.UMt 

22,911 

1968 

Aug. 

9 

7,350 

7,350 

29.90-33.29 

2,321 

2,321 

l£ 

**,650 

12,000 

32.19-33.90 

1,526 

3,8U7 

£3 

ll,U6o 

23,220 

3i.U7-33.90 

3,790 

7,559 

30 

7,650 

30,870 

32.00-33.93 

2.5U3 

10,102 

Sept. 

13 

7,050 

37,920 

32.66-36.20 

2,U8l 

12,583 

27 

6,690 

UU,6lO 

33.83-36.37 

2,359 

lU,9U2 

1/  Annual  and  cumulative  totals  adjusted  for  contract  cancellations! 
2/  Through  1965,  the  cost  isFTTt  shipping  points:    Beginning  in  1966,  it  is  a'p'oints  of  destination. 


USDA  discontinued  Program  September  27,  1968. 
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